UPDATE – APRIL 2006
Dear Colleague,

This is my fourth update on the work of New Perspectives ... The first three are on my website www.edperspectives.org.uk along with some new material.
Three projects have taken up much of my time in the early part of 2006:

1 Writing ‘Children’s Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development’ to be published by Learning Matters, a publisher specializing in teachers-in-training, in June 2006. The final text has just been sent to the editor. While the main target group is those training as teachers, this will, I think, be of much wider interest. The process of writing on such a complex and all-encompassing subject in relatively simple terms has been fascinating and challenging both professionally and personally. If you wish to see a sample chapter or place an order, you can access the Learning Matters website on www.learningmatters.co.uk/education 
2 The second phase of the national evaluation of Family Links with visits to twelve schools completed during, or arranged for, March/April 2006. As always, it is interesting to see how schools have adapted a programme like the Nurturing Programme to their own context and to use the resulting insights to make recommendations which will build in a formative but realistic way on the Programme’s strengths. The report is due to be completed by the end of June 2006;

3 A project on the factors which enhance the achievement of young Bangladeshi children, and how schools should audit and improve their provision for this and other minority ethnic group. This has involved six schools in the Newham and Sheffield LEAs and it is hoped that the report and training materials which come out of this project will be published by the National Primary Trust in June/ July 2006.
The bid which Neil Hawkes, previously Senior Adviser in Oxfordshire, Rosemary Peacocke, previously Principal HMI for Primary and Early Years and I submitted to the Templeton Foundation has a received a response which gives some grounds for optimism but asks for further clarification. This is for a three-year project using action-research methods in 75 schools to look at, and evaluate, how Values Education can be used to develop young children’s spirituality and to prepare materials for teachers. It is a large bid, but we hope to secure the funding for the work to start during the 2006/7 academic year.

Projects which have been substantially completed but have required further input over the last few months have included:

· a summary of the evaluation of the Art Room, a voluntary organisation based in Oxford using ‘art-as- therapy’ with disengaged children. The main report, ‘Making Space for Re-Engagement’, completed in June 2005, is on the New Perspectives … website and the summary is going to the printers shortly;

· the publication in January of Playing for Life, the result of a wide-ranging action research project with Oxfordshire early years practitioners. Copies are available from kerry.ralph@oxfordshire.gov.uk
I am due to conduct further evaluative work in Summer 2006 on schools which have adopted Values Education, using the approach developed for ‘Values Education - developing positive attitudes’. I am also looking at developing a training package to enhance teachers’ pedagogy using video/DVD.
In terms of more academic work:

· my article ‘Strangely Familiar - teachers making sense of young children’s spiritual development’ appeared in the November 2005 edition of Early Years and I can let you have a copy if you contact me;

· Kluwers Academic Press are due to publish the chapter ‘Should teachers  adopt differential strategies for young boys and girls in relation to spiritual development?’ in the ‘International Handbook on the Religious, Spiritual and Moral Dimensions of Education’ during 2006;
· I have submitted to the British Journal of Educational Studies an article on the process and issues raised in the report ‘Faith in Our Schools’ and am still hoping to find ways of accessing funding for a project to look at how religious faith is addressed in secondary schools. 
This schedule has meant less teaching at St Ebbe’s Primary School than previously but I hope to return to more regular teaching and training when things are a little quieter on the writing front. As you can see, New Perspectives … continues to thrive, drawing both on my current expertise and developing into new areas. If you would like more information, have any comments or suggestions, or have ideas you would like to discuss, please contact me on 01865 711135 or tony.eaude@green.ox.ac.uk
Best wishes

Tony Eaude
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