UPDATE – MAY 2005

Dear Colleague,

You may have seen the Update circulated in January, explaining some of the work of New Perspectives ... I am hoping to send out about three of these a year, though I am not planning to have them all printed - so here is the second!

Following on from the projects almost completed in 2004:

· ‘Values Education - developing positive attitudes’ has been disseminated widely and I have led training sessions on three separate days for groups of headteachers in Kent and am planning a brief evaluation in a school in Bucks;
· ‘Playing for Life’ - where early-years practitioners used action-research to develop initiatives to help young children ‘learn-to-learn’ - is progressing towards publication by the National Primary Trust, hopefully by the end of 2005;
· ‘Faith in Our Schools’ - a report on the role of religious faith in all schools - is awaiting Oxfordshire County Council’s decisions on implementation. However, I have drafted an article about both the process and the issues raised which I hope to submit in the next month. I am also exploring funding for a big project following this up.

In terms of projects previously mentioned:

· the evaluation of Family Links is still going ahead, but the timing has been put back, due to problems finding enough suitable schools, so that this will now start in September 2005;

· the evaluation of the Art Room, an Oxford-based charity using ‘art-as- therapy’ with children who are disengaged with school is now almost completed. It has been a fascinating and complicated piece of work, and the report is due to be published by the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, and will be on the New Perspectives … website probably in late June;

· Young Bangladeshi children - a project involving Newham, Sandwell and Sheffield LEAs looking at the factors which enhance the achievement of Bangladeshi children - is due to start shortly, hopefully to be completed in late 2005.
New projects have included;

· joining a project team based at Oxford Brookes University evaluating the continuous professional development aspects of the national scheme ‘Creative Partnerships’ which involves artists from various disciplines working in schools;

· examining data and making recommendations on dissemination of a project in independent and state schools looking at the characteristics of, and provision for, exceptionally able secondary school pupils; and
· leading a recently-developed New Perspectives… training day on creativity in the primary school and how it can be enhanced.

I am still teaching regularly at St Ebbe’s Primary School, Oxford. I also continue to lead occasional staff meetings and to do some headteacher mentoring - both areas I should like to extend further.
As always, there are several possible irons in the fire, which may or may not come to fruition:

· a possible major project on developing and evaluating provision for young children’s spirituality;

· advising on how the design of a new school can reflect the values which the school espouses and the children’s educational needs in the light of this;

· a proposal for a book for teachers in training, called ‘Children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development’, which is with a publisher who has expressed interest, but is considering its commercial viability.
I hope that this shows you the areas in which New Perspectives … is involved - drawing both on my previous expertise and developing into new areas. If you would like more information on, or have any comments on suggestions on any of these, or ideas which you would like to discuss, please contact Tony Eaude on 01865 711135 or tony.eaude@green.ox.ac.uk
Best wishes

Tony Eaude
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