UPDATE – OCTOBER 2005

Dear Colleague,

This is my third update to let you know about some of the work of New Perspectives ... The first two updates are on my website www.edperspectives.org.uk along with various new material.
The following projects are in progress:

· the national evaluation of Family Links is proceeding, with the questionnaires to schools issued in September 2005, visits to be organised in early 2006 and the report to be completed by June 2006;

· Young Bangladeshi children - a project involving six schools in the Newham and Sheffield LEAs looking at the factors which enhance the achievement of Bangladeshi children - has been delayed but is due to start shortly, hopefully to be completed by March 2006;

These projects have been wholly or largely completed:

· the evaluation of the Art Room, an Oxford-based charity using ‘art-as- therapy’ with disengaged children.  The report, ‘Making Space for Re-Engagement’, was completed in June and is on the New Perspectives … website. A shorter more user-friendly version is due to be printed by the end of the year;

· a short evaluation of Values Education, using the approach developed for ‘Values Education - developing positive attitudes’, for Broughton Fields Primary School, Milton Keynes;

· examining data on the characteristics of, and provision for, exceptionally able secondary school pupils in South–East London as part of an Independent/ State School Partnership project;
· being part of a team based at Oxford Brookes University evaluating the continuous professional development aspects of the national scheme ‘Creative Partnerships’ which uses artists from various disciplines to help develop creative opportunities and teaching.

The most exciting development, personally, is that Learning Matters, a publisher specializing in teachers-in-training, has accepted my proposal for a book called ‘Children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development’. This is due to be completed by March 2006 and published in June/July, ready for the new academic year. A huge amount of work, but very worthwhile! 
Neil Hawkes, previously Senior Adviser in Oxfordshire, and I have just submitted a bid to the Templeton Foundation for a three-year project using action-research methods in 75 schools to look at, and evaluate, how Values Education can be used to develop young children’s spirituality and prepare materials for teachers. It is a large bid, so fingers crossed that it is accepted so that the work can start in September 2006.
I am hoping to find ways of accessing funding for a project to look at how religious faith is addressed in secondary schools.
In terms of academic writing:

· although the Cabinet of Oxfordshire County Council decided in July 2005 not to commit resources to implement the recommendations ‘Faith in Our Schools’ - a report on the role of religious faith in all schools - I am about to submit an article to the British Journal of Educational Studies about both the process and the issues raised;
· my article ‘Strangely Familiar - teachers making sense of young children’s spiritual development’ is due out in the November 2005 edition of Early Years and is already available if you contact me;
· a chapter entitled ‘Should teachers  adopt differential strategies for young boys and girls in relation to spiritual development?’ is due to be published in Australia by Kluwers in 2006;
· building on a short presentation at the 6th International Conference on Children’s Spirituality held in July 2005 in Malta, I am currently revising a paper with the provisional title of ‘Tradition and Microtradition in the Primary Classroom’.
I recently led a successful training day at St Ebbe’s Primary School, Oxford where I am still teaching regularly. I continue to lead staff meetings and to do some headteacher mentoring - both areas I should like to extend further.

I hope that this indicates some areas in which New Perspectives … is involved - drawing both on my current expertise and developing into new areas. If you would like more information on these, have any comments or suggestions, or have ideas which you would like to discuss, please contact Tony Eaude on 01865 711135 or tony.eaude@green.ox.ac.uk
Best wishes

Tony Eaude
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