UPDATE

September 2008

I am writing to give you a flavour of my work as an independent research consultant over the last year or so and plans for the future. You can find more detail on www.edperspectives.org.uk which I have recently updated.

EVALUATION: My largest recent project was to lead  a team from Oxford Brookes University to evaluate the Institutional Quality Standards – a tool recommended by the DCSF to help school self-evaluation both in relation to provision for Gifted and Talented students and more generally.  The DSCF is intending to use its recommendations in revising the text and producing improved support materials.

One interesting project for Oxfordshire County Council in 2007 was to act as a research consultant to a review of the impact of Planning Preparation and Assessment time in primary and nursery schools. The detailed discussions highlighted the wide range of approaches adopted, the different impacts for different groups and how the initial (under)funding was determined/

The National Education Trust (NET) have commissioned me to evaluate 6s&7s – a new intervention programme for vulnerable young children, helping to improve their confidence, social skills and language development. I have just completed the preliminary report on the first cycle of training in Birmingham, with two further reports to follow in the next eighteen months on subsequent training and implementation in Birmingham and elsewhere.

A smaller scale project has been to evaluate the use of a Sports Coach Mentor with Year 6 children in a primary school near Oxford, on behalf of Oxfordshire County Council. This was a short-term response to support a very difficult class, and the report considers the extent to which this offers a good way of using learning support staff in such situations and more generally.

TEACHING: One new and very successful venture has been to lead the Module 'Contemporary Issues and Debates' as part of the MA in Primary Education at the Institute of Education in London. Helping a range of teachers from widely different backgrounds to explore the interaction  between research and practice and to write Masters level assignments has really taken me back to reading a wide range of research and the link between the complexity of this and the  demands of the classroom. 

I continue to teach children at St Ebbe's Primary School, Oxford, though rather less this last year than previously – work which helps to keep me in touch with the reality of classroom life. I also organised the Oxfordshire conference called 'Bullying .. What New?' and co-ordinated the report which followed.

WRITING: I was delighted that Learning Matters decided to publish a second edition of 'Children's Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development -Primary and Early Years' which has continued to sell steadily. Introducing teachers in training (and others) to this vital area remains a real passion for me. Learning Matters will also be publishing my chapter 'Creativity and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development'  in a revised edition of 'Creativity in Primary Education', due out in Spring 2009. My article 'Should religious educators be wary of Values Education?' is due to be published in the Journal of Religious Education in Autumn 2008. This highlights some possible dangers of too universalist an approach to values and too individualistic a view of spiritual development and suggests the distinctive role which RE can make. 

As always, several other articles are at different stages of preparation:

· 'Roots of, and routes into, moral education', which presents a distinctive cross-disciplinary view of how children's moral identity can be developed;

· 'Seeing teaching through other eyes - how teachers may benefit from co-coaching supported by video', reporting on a project which trialled this approach; and

· an article, as yet unnamed, comparing the last twenty years of primary education with the previous twenty to explore what has been gained and lost.

TRAINING: In 2007, training materials which I wrote following work in Newham and Sheffield called 'Enhancing Achievement for Young Bilingual Learners' were published and are available from www.nationaleducationtrust.net As a result, the National Union of Teachers asked me to lead four training days around the country based on these. I have also led training sessions for students and schools, an area which I am keen to develop further, with two new courses, New Perspectives ... on Every Child Matters and on Teaching for Creativity recently developed.

THE FUTURE:  I hope during the next year to continue a similar range of projects, especially more training with students and teachers. I retain close links with the Department of Education, University of Oxford, as a Research Fellow. I am part of a team updating the website of the Association for Children's Spirituality (www.childrenspirituality.org). In the longer term, I am planning a bigger project related to young children's moral development and am in the early stages of planning a book on this subject. I am also considering projects about Church of England primary schools in multi-faith communities and about factors which inhibit children's spirituality. If you are interested in hearing more about these projects or in discussing future work either for you or in our working together, please do get in touch. Please note that my preferred email address is tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk

 HYPERLINK "mailto:tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk"
 though the previous one will work for a while. I look forward to hearing from you.

with best wishes

Tony Eaude (Dr)

