UPDATE September 2009

It is amazing to think that it is now six years since I set up 'New Perspectives...' as an independent research consultancy. This is to give you a flavour of my work in the last year or so. You can find more detail on www.edperspectives.org.uk which I have recently updated.

EVALUATION:  I have completed three reasonably large evaluation reports:

· the main report of the evaluation of 6s&7s for the National Education Trust – a new intervention programme for vulnerable six- and seven- year olds, to help improve their confidence and social skills;

· the interim and final report of an evaluation for Oxfordshire County Council of the Weekend Opening of Youth Centres. It was fascinating to work in a culture of which I had little experience, thinking how this initiative was being implemented and its impact could be assessed, especially given the absence of reliable data and the difficulty of isolating the impact of one initiative which is only part of a complex multi-agency approach;

· the interim and final report, again for Oxfordshire County Council, evaluating Anti Bullying Fortnight in November 2008 but moving into recommending on how such strategic initiatives should be focussed to be of greatest help to schools.

In addition, I have conducted smaller-scale evaluations, for instance of the Oxford Literary Festival's Schools Days and of a project where a poet/musician worked with a group of troubled young people at the Art Room, Oxford.

TEACHING AND TRAINING: For the second year, I led the Module 'Contemporary Issues and Debates' as part of the MA in Primary Education at the Institute of Education in London. Helping a range of teachers from widely different backgrounds to explore the interaction between research and practice and to write at Masters Level has been interesting; as has supervising three students in writing MA dissertations.

I have continued to lead training around the country, especially on Gifted and Talented, on coaching and mentoring and on bilingualism, based on training materials 'Enhancing Achievement for Young Bilingual Learners' (published in 2007 and still available from me). Three other courses I am developing are on community cohesion, teaching for creativity and emotional well-being, all based on thinking following recent writing, described overleaf. Other courses which I can offer, and tailor to the needs of particular groups, are on my website.

A new departure was leading a two-day conference for educators from Thailand at the Department of Education, University of Oxford, where I am a Research Fellow. Although hard to pitch at the right level as the participants had a very varied range of background and expertise - but the evaluations were very positive. I continue to teach children at St Ebbe's Primary School, Oxford, on an occasional basis –  which helps to keep me in touch with the reality of classroom life. One highlight was an introduction and (incredibly brief) 'production' of 'The Tempest'. 

WRITING: Much of my work involves writing, especially for a teacher audience. If you would like copies of any of what is described below, please let me know.

· the second edition of 'Children's Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development -Primary and Early Years'  published by Learning Matters: Exeter continues to sell steadily;

· a chapter 'Creativity and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development'  was included in a revised edition of 'Creativity in Primary Education', published in May 2009,  again by Learning Matters; and

· 'The role of the primary teacher in a time of change' is a chapter in the 2nd edition of a book for teachers in training, called 'Learning to Teach in the Primary School' to be published by Routledge later in 2009.

Another new venture was a short pamphlet in a series called 'Counterblasts', designed to provoke debate. This, called 'Bowling alone? What can schools do to promote cohesive communities?', argues that the community cohesion agenda too often focuses on ethnicity as what splits communities, whereas class and age are two of the key faultlines in all communities; and that policies on parental choice tend to undermine real community cohesion.

Academic articles published in the last year are;

· 'Should religious educators be wary of Values Education?' in the Journal of Religious Education (volume 56, no 3) in Autumn 2008. This highlights possible dangers of an approach which sees all values as shared, promotes a view of spiritual development based on connectedness and suggests the distinctive role which RE can make;

· 'Happiness, emotional well-being and mental health - what has children's spirituality to offer?' in the International Journal of Children's Spirituality (volume 14, no 3). This argues that making happiness and emotional well -being explicit aims of education is potentially dangerous, as is too individualistic a view of spirituality, and children need to recognise that relationships are central to flourishing and build up qualities such as resilience.

After a long wait (through no fault of my own) I am hoping that an article 'Seeing teaching through other eyes - how teachers may benefit from co-coaching supported by video', which reports on a project which trialled this approach, will be published in the next few months.

THE FUTURE: One disappointment was that, having applied for a Wingate Scholarship, which are cross disciplinary and highly competitive, I reached the interview stage, but was not successful. This was planned to be based on an article drafted but not yet accepted, called 'Attachment and containment - lessons for mainstream schools and settings' , to develop further work leading to training materials, to help teachers in mainstream classrooms understand and respond appropriately to children's emotional responses and behaviour. I am still looking to place the article and hoping to develop this work further. In the longer term, I am planning a bigger project related to young children's moral development and am (still!) in the early stages of planning a book on this. I am also considering projects exploring the features of successful Church of England primary schools in multi-faith communities and about the factors which inhibit children's spirituality. 

If you are interested in hearing more about these projects or in discussing future work either for you or in our working together, please do get in touch. My email address is tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk

 HYPERLINK "mailto:tony.eaude@education.ox.ac.uk"
.  I look forward to hearing from you.

with best wishes

Tony Eaude (Dr)

